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of the first part of " L'Envers de L'Histoire Contemporaine," which he entitled " Madame de la Chanterie," the end of the first part of " Splen-deurs et Miseres des Courtisanes," the third and last part of " Beatrix," and the first part of " Les Paysans." This began to appear in La Presse on December 3rd, and the disputes about its publication led to Balzac's final rupture with Emile de Girardin.
" Les Paysans" was never finished ; but was intended to be the most considerable, as it is, even in its present fragmentary condition, one of the most remarkable of Balzac's novels. For eight years he had at intervals started on the composition of this vivid picture of the deep under-current of struggle which was going OD between the peasant of France and the bourgeoisie ; that deadly fight for the possession of the soil which resulted, as the great voyant plainly descried it must, in the Revolution of 1848, and the victory of the peasant. Balzac also intended to depict the demoralisation of the people by their abandonment of the Catholic religion; and the novel, in emulation of Victor Hugo and of Dumas, was to fill many volumes. The first version of it, entitled "Le Grand Proprie'taire," was begun about 1835, and the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul in his interesting book entitled " La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac," gives the text of this, the MS. of which forms part of his collection. About the year 1836 or II," a fragmentespondance/' vol. ii. p. 102.isienne," which had appeared in March, and finished with the words, " Si la
